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any tree of what kind soever," On the vexed question
of the age of trees he has much to say. Some might
think he exaggerates the age of fruit trees. The pear
tree near Ross which was eighteen foot in circum-
ference he says "must needs have been of very long
standing and age tho5, perhaps, not so near Methu-
salem's." He quotes Pliny on this subject and other
authorities who were perhaps not very reliable.
Of charcoal-burning, an industry now unfortunately
withdrawn from the woods, he gives a very full
description. He calls it "the mystery of charing."
Like Drayton before him, who in his Poly-Olbion
makes the wood say:
" When under public good base private gain
takes hold
And we, poor woeful woods, to ruin lastly
sold,3'
Evelyn deplores the devastation and "prodigious
waste" caused by the voracious iron mills and glass
works, especially in Sussex, in "the ancient Andrad-
swald, of old an entire wood, of which there remains
now little or no sign." He enumerates in lists
"the sweet and delectable country seats and villas
of the nobles" whose gardens, avenues, parks,
forests, groves, woods, plantations and other "most
charming and delightful recesses" may be found;
and he declares that "most of all that catalogue
above-named have their parks full of good timber
trees industriously improved by the owners, since
the spoil of the late usurpers and sequestrators,"
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